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Summary

Our research concentrates on the molecular interaction between the pathogenic bacterium
Chlamydia pneumoniae and their human host cells during the early phase of infection. Using
novel functional approaches we identify and characterize chlamydial cell surface proteins
and their role in adhesion. In this project we will characterize the three newly identified C.
pneumoniae proteins Yaal, Yaa2 and Yaa3 (Yaa=yet another adhesion) with respect to their
role in adhesion and infection. The knowledge of the bacterial adhesins and their functional
principles are milestones for the development of a so far not available vaccine against a
Chlamydia infection.



